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F. Leon “Le” Herron has left an in-
delible mark on not only his Union 
County community through his 
work as a business and civic leader, 
but also in his service to his coun-
try, having served in the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers in the Pacific 
theater during WWII.  

Le is the former CEO of lawn care 
products-maker O.M. Scott and 
Sons, now known globally as The 
Scotts Miracle-Gro Company.  Le 
became the CEO in 1965 when 
he and his wife Betty moved to 
Marysville so he could become the 
first outside chief executive at O.M. 
Scott and Sons.  When the com-
pany was sold to New York-based 
conglomerate ITT, Le inspired 
Scott workers to keep the faith in 
viewing Scott’s as a local company 
by writing a series of letters to ITT 
officials advocating for Scott’s ru-
ral, family-based culture and its fo-
cus on values.  Copies of the letters 
were sent to employees’ homes.  

Since retiring from Scotts in 1983 
while he was in his 60s, Le con-
tinued to live in Marysville, com-
mitting much of his time to vol-
unteering in local organizations.  
Le served two terms on the Union 

County Mental Health and Recov-
ery Board.  He was instrumental 
in establishing the Mills Center 
for those in need of mental health 
and recovery services.  He was 
the founding trustee of the Union 
County Foundation and helped it 
grow significantly, enabling it to 
enhance the quality of life for all 
Union County citizens through 
charitable and educational schol-
arships.  Le served as a trustee 
of the former Scott Foundation, 
which supported many causes 
county-wide.  

Along with his business and ser-
vice achievements, Le authored 
Making Your Company Human:  
Inspiring Others to Reach Their 
Potential, a book about servant 
leadership that inspired corpo-
rate leaders to give back to their 
communities.  Le speaks annually 
at the Union County Leadership 
Institute, encouraging area profes-
sionals to give back to their local 
communities and organizations.   
Le is viewed as such a strong 
leader in Union County that local 
business McCarthy and Cox start-
ed a leadership awards program 
years ago called the Le Herron 
Rising Leader Award, which 
recognizes Union County young 
people who demonstrate authentic 
leadership that positively impacts 
others. 
 
He is a longtime member of the 
Marysville First United Methodist 
Church and is a member of the 
Central Ohio Emmaus Com-
munity, where he has mentored 
many Christians in growing their 

faith.  He was instrumental in the 
introduction of Young Life and Teen 
Challenge programs that introduce 
teens to Jesus Christ and helps them 
grow in their faith.   
 
Le was a longtime volunteer for 
Mobile Meals at Memorial Hospital, 
a program that provides nutritious 
lunches every day to homebound 
residents.

Le served during WWII as a second 
lieutenant in New Guinea, le Shima, 
where he was promoted to captain, 
and in Okinawa, where he was pro-
moted to major.  He recounted an 
important lesson that he learned in 
leadership while in the Army.  As he 
stated in his book, “I was tired, hun-
gry and when it came time for mess, 
I walked to the front of the line to 
get my meal.  An Army sergeant told 
me, ‘When all the troops are fed, if 
there’s anything left, you get it.’”  The 
lesson learned was to always put 
those working under you first.

Le was born and raised in Phila-
delphia.  Le is a husband, father, 
grandfather, great-grandfather, and 
great-great-grandfather.  Le and his 
wife Barbara spend their winters in 
Venice, Florida.   


