
William (Bill) McCarthy is a 
dedicated Marysville resident 
committed to the progress and 
prosperity of his community. 
Whether it’s preserving its 
local history, building for his 
Church’s future, or serving his 
community for nearly 40 years 
through his pharmacy, Bill has 
made life better for Marysville 
residents. 

Bill started work in 1949 as a 
stock boy at Wolgamot’s Drug 
Store where he fired up the 
furnace and dumped trash 
each morning before going to 
school. After graduating from 
Marysville High School in 1949, 
Bill attended Ohio Northern 
University, earning a degree 
in Pharmacy. He met his wife 
Ruth in 1949 while working at 
Wolgamot’s. Bill purchased 
Mr. Wolgamot’s interest in the 
business in 1958. He went into 
partnership forming Orahood 
and McCarthy. Then in 1971, 
he purchased his partner’s 
interest in the business to form 
McCarthy Pharmacy.  
 
An icon in downtown Marys-
ville for 40 years, McCarthy 
Pharmacy was known for 

chaired with another couple the 
building project to connect the 
church to the school. They also 
visited shut-ins of the Church 
and offered communion.
 
After retiring from the pharmacy, 
he and Ruth delivered for Meals 
on Wheels to Marysville and 
Plain City residents. Bill serves 
on the G.L. Kingsmore Marysville 
Schools Scholarship Committee 
and evaluates students’ schol-
arship applications and essays. 
Bill has served on several boards 
including the boards of the Union 
County Historical Society, West 
Central Community Corrections 
Board, Ohio Public Works District 
11 Integrating Committee, Trinity 
Lutheran Church Building Proj-
ect, Retail Division of Marysville 
Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Citizens Federal Savings and 
Loan. His awards and honors 
include being a 33rd degree 
Mason and he received the York 
Rite Cross of Honour. 

Bill and Ruth were married for 63 
years until her passing in 2016. 
Bill is an avid Ohio State Buck-
eyes fan, having ushered at Ohio 
Stadium for 15 years. He is a 
history buff and world traveler.

serving 5-cent coffee, a price 
that stood until its closure in 
1998. Bill’s establishment was 
a popular gathering place for 
retirees, businessmen, and 
politicians. Patrons often en-
joyed the senior citizen band 
that would play there, adding 
to the camaraderie. His store 
was featured in the Columbus 
Dispatch, local TV news, and 
even made national news. 
Bill’s store was influential in 
bringing the Honda manu-
facturing plant to Marysville. 
The Dispatch featured a story 
called “Honda in Ohio: The 
Back Story,” in which the CEO 
of Honda manufacturing at 
the time said his site selection 
in the 1970s was influenced, 
among other things, by the 
nickel cup of coffee. Part of the 
Pharmacy’s soda fountain is 
now on display at COSI in Co-
lumbus. And a local assisted 
living facility recreated it for the 
enjoyment of residents.  
 
Bill’s impact extends beyond 
the Pharmacy soda fountain. 
He established pharmacy 
service for Memorial Hospital 
of Union County and the Ohio 
Reformatory for Women.  
 
Bill also created and narrated 
a historical overview of down-
town Marysville with 1950s 
photos which are now pre-
served at the Marysville Public 
Library.  
 
Bill is a lifelong member of 
Trinity Lutheran Church, where 
he and his wife Ruth co-
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